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Bee Alert: Africanized Honey Bee Facts 

People can coexist with the Africanized Honey Bees by learning about their habits and taking precautions. 

Bee Prepared
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Africanized Honey Bees also called “killer bees” became established in Texas in 1990 and have arrived in Arizona. The Africanized Honey Bee is closely related to the European Honey Bee used in agriculture for crop pollination and honey production. The two types of bees look the same and their behavior is similar in many respects. Neither is likely to sting when gathering nectar and pollen from flowers, but both will sting in defense if provoked. A swarm of bees in flight or briefly at rest seldom bothers people. However, all bees become defensive when they settle, begin producing wax comb and raising young.
Africanized and European Honey Bees 
· Look the same

· Protect their nest and sting in defense

· Can only sting once

· Have the same venom

· Pollinate flowers

· Produce honey and wax 

Africanized Honey Bees are less predictable and more defensive than European Honey Bees. They are more likely to defend a greater area around their nest. They respond faster in greater numbers. 
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Africanized Honey Bees
· Respond quickly and sting in large numbers

· Can sense a threat from people or animals 50 feet or more from the nest

· Sense vibrations from power equipment 100 feet or more from the nest

· Will pursue an enemy ¼ mile or more

· Swarm frequently to establish new nests

· Nest in small cavities and sheltered areas
Africanized Honey Bees nest in many locations.  Nesting sites include: empty boxes, cans, buckets or other containers; old tires; infrequently used vehicles; lumber piles; holes and cavities in fences, trees or the ground; sheds, garages and other outbuildings; and low decks or spaces under buildings. 
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General Precautions
· Listen for burring indicating a nest or swarm of bees

· Use care when entering sheds or outbuildings where bees may nest

· Examine your work area before using lawn mowers, weed cutters, chain saws, or other power equipment

· Examine areas before tying up or penning livestock

· Be alert when participating in all outdoor activities

· Don’t disturb a nest or a swarm

Bee-Proofing 

The best way to prevent bees from establishing a colony is to deny them an ideal environment for survival. Bees require three things in order to survive: food, water, and shelter. Removing flowers as a source of food is generally not effective, nor recommended, and individual bees gathering pollen and nectar from flowers should be left alone. Bees pollinate many plants, including crops such as cucumbers, squash and citrus. About a third of our daily diet is attributed to insect pollinators.
To prevent bees from settling in, you will need to be vigilant for potential nesting sites.

· Fill or cover all holes 1/8 inch in diameter or larger in structures and block walls

· Caulk cracks in walls, in foundations and in the roof

· Check where chimney meets the building for separation, and make sure chimneys are covered properly

· Put window screens over drains, attic vents, and irrigation valve boxes

· Remove any trash or debris that might serve as a shelter for bees, such as overturned clay pots, automobile parts, tires, old appliances, cardboard boxes or stacks of crates

· Make sure windows and screens are tight fitting

· Keep shed doors tightly closed and in good repair and exercise caution when entering buildings that are not frequently used

As a general rule, stay away from all honey bee swarms and colonies. If bees are encountered, get away quickly. While running away, try to protect your face and eyes as much as possible. Take shelter in a vehicle or building. Water or thick brush does not offer enough protection. Do not stand and swat at the bees; rapid motions will cause them to sting.
What to DO If Stung
· Go quickly to a safe area

· Remove stinger as soon as possible

· Don’t squeeze the stinger; pressure will release more venom

· Scrape away the stinger and venom sac with something hard, such as a credit card, one edge of a pair of scissors, or the back or dull side of a knife

· Wash sting area with soap and water

· Put an ice bag wrapped in a towel or cloth over the sting area

· Watch for at least 30 minutes for signs of a bad allergic reaction (swelling of the tongue and face, trouble breathing, shock)

Call 911 (seek medical attention) if you or a victim experience a bad allergic reaction, if stung numerous times, or are allergic to bees. 
For additional information, please contact your supervisor and/or the Forest Safety Manager at (520) 388-8487.
