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FIRE SEASON 2006   

Fire Readiness Message from Pete Gordon, Deputy FMO
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In the past four years that I’ve been on the Coronado, and for what seems like nearly a decade for my time in the Region, the message this time of year seems to be repeating itself when it comes to getting ready for fire season.  Once again, fire season, at this point looking forward, appears to be setting up as quite a busy season.

It is fair and accurate to say that we are already in fire season, as is often the case during winters in Southeast Arizona.  Not only have we been without significant precipitation across the area, but we have had several occasions of record or near record high temperatures for this time of year.  The forest has already experienced a few fires since our last measurable precipitation in September.  The fires in the past few weeks have not had great winds to accelerate them, but the fuels are extremely dry.  This is causing nearly complete consumption of the 1000 hour fuels (larger diameter logs) and fairly moderate fire behavior.  As you are certainly aware, we still have tremendous fuel loadings in the grass and savannah areas, left over from last winter and spring’s abundant moisture.  On top of that, we also have a fairly significant fuel loading across the forest as a result of our last summer monsoon precipitation.  All of this fuel is cured and can be seen across the forest as high as three feet tall.

Predictive Services and other weather outlooks, is indicating no significant relief in our dry spell in the near future.  Therefore, again this year, the fire readiness message must make mention and caution of what could be another severe and busy fire season.  It is entirely possible that as our days get longer and warmer in the spring, we will begin to see a noticeable increase in fire intensity and frequency.

With this potential, I encourage everyone to continue with their physical training to maintain a state of readiness.  Just as important, be conscious of the rest and recuperation that you are allowing yourself now, and especially when the fires start occurring with regularity.  Not only is this important to those of you that will be performing suppression activities at the arduous level, but this is just as important to those of you who may function on or near the fire line in other roles and/or support functions.  Getting plenty of exercise, rest, and taking care of the body and mind is important when faced with the demands of frequent fires.

I realize that I’ve not told you anything new for this year, but there’s a message in that notion too.  This is nothing new for us.  It may in fact have become somewhat mundane and not newsworthy.  However, just as on the fire line, do not become complacent if you’ve not been too busy so far.  It’s very possible that we will be busy here and elsewhere in the region, so please be mindful of your physical and mental well-being.  Do those things that you find results in to feel good now.  Maintain that program and seek opportunities to improve.  Finally, I encourage you to stay abreast of the intelligence available to us on the fire season situation.  I suggest that you keep track of the weather forecasts and outlooks in addition to reviewing information on fire behavior, fire line safety, and fire line leadership.  Below are some web sites that may be of interest to you.  Take care of yourselves, which must include your own SAFETY first.

Pete Gordon, Deputy FMO

(520) 388-8461

www.fireleadership.gov
www.wildfirelessons.net
http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/twc/firewx.php
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