SAFETY MESSAGE

DAY OPERATIONAL PERIOD

AUGUST 14, 2002

DRIVING - Please drive with you lights on at all times.  Follow all speed limits and traffic laws.   Driving in the north part of the fire is extremely dangerous with narrow roads and very steep drop offs.   Never think that you have the right of way.  Make eye contact with the other driver and know what they are going to do before preceding.  Always be prepared to encounter large equipment (dozers, feller bunchers, etc.) in the roadway.  When placing large equipment in the roadways, flaggers should be utilized on both ends of the equipment.

POISON OAK – Poison oak is everywhere on the fire.  Please be aware of it and know how to identify it.  Avoid it whenever possible.  Changing clothes often is a great way to avoid infections.  Washing skin that comes in contact with the plant as soon as possible with also help in avoiding infections.

HYDRATION – Firefighters are still coming off the line due to dehydration.  Drink lots of water with some Gatorade or some other electrolyte drink.   We are in a usually hot, dry weather pattern for this area.  Drinking lots of fluids is the only way to prevent dehydration.   We need you on the line working – not lying in a hospital bed!!!!!!!!!!!!!

COMMUNICATIONS – Due to the mountainous terrain that we are working in, crews and/or divisions may need to place human repeaters in the work areas in order to maintain communications with your crew and supervisor.

/s/ Tom Bonomo

Tom Bonomo

Safety Officer

