Safety Message

August 17, 2002

Day Operational Period

Look up, Look Down, Look Around – There is substantial potential for extreme fire behavior on this fire.  This is some of the driest and most explosive that these fuels have been in historic times. Maintain your lookouts, keep up good communications, know where your escape routes are located and make sure your safety zones are large enough and close enough together.  Consider human repeaters to assure solid communications.

Driving hazards – There are not many good roads on incident.  Because of this there is a tendency to drive a little too fast.  Drive at or below the speed limit.  Keep it safety slow.    Drive defensively at all times.  When in doubt, yield the right of way to other vehicles.  Be especially careful when driving through the communities on the way to the fire.  Remember that the local residences are not used to this much traffic on their roadways.   They will not always be expecting you!

Personnel Care – There are a lot of people on this incident from all parts of the country.  With them came many different virus and bacteria.  The best way to avoid catching an infection is to wash your hand often, especially before eating.  

Drink lots of water.  If you are not urinating at least once every 3 hours, you are not drinking enough fluids.  The first function that is affected by lack of fluid in the body is your ability to think clearly. 

/s/Tom Bonomo

Tom Bonomo

Safety Officer  

