Safety

Four SOFR’s staffed this incident.  Three additional SOFR’s remained unfilled due to apparent shortages. 

Evacuations from the threatened subdivisions and major structure protection effort on the incident took place prior to the takeover by the IMT.   The Yavapai County Sheriffs Office and the Prescott Police Department executed the evacuation in an orderly manner.   Units from the Central Yavapai Fire District and the Prescott Fire Department executed structure protection efforts in the subdivisions at the north end of the fire as the Forest Service and other wildland fire agencies constructed control lines at the anchor and flanks of the wildfire.

The success of the whole evacuation and protection effort was unquestionably the result of the many times the community, state and federal fire organizations and law enforcement organizations had practiced for this exact situation.  They are all to be commended for their preplanning.  This preplanning and practice resulted in a very safe and successful execution of the evacuation, structure protection, and initial fireline construction.  

In addition to the evacuation and structural protection efforts implemented prior to takeover by the IMT, Highway 89 was closed and side streets going to the subdivisions were also closed.  This closure minimized many hazards to fire suppression personnel, homeowners, and the general public.

Residents were allowed to return to their homes at 0900 on 5/17.  On May 17th, Arizona Department of Transportation, with the assistance of incident personnel, cleared the highway of hazard trees and placed portable delineators along the burned out guardrails along Highway 89.  Because of this effort, ADOT was able to reopen Highway 89 that evening.  

To provide for enhanced public safety, a Forest Supervisor Closure Order prohibiting public entry into the perimeter of the fire area was issued and became effective at midnight on May 17, 2002.

There were no vehicle accidents on the incident.

Three aviation safecoms were issued during the suppression effort.  One was for and inadvertent release of a load of retardant and the other two were for a private aircraft intrusion into the TFR area.  

Major hazards identified included extreme fire behavior, driving and traffic hazards, snags and personnel hygiene.  Hazards to the general public included danger from the fire itself and access along the highways, roads and trails through the fire perimeter. 

