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LESSONS LEARNED
30 mph 180 into a Ditch 
Date/Time:  July 1 2009, 1500
Location:  Pittman Hill Road, Fresno County, California
Employee Titles:  (1) Forestry Technician, (3) Forestry Crew Members
Purpose:  Surveying Big Creek residences for painting (High Sierra RD, Sierra NF)
Details:  After eating lunch, July 1, 2009, a forestry technician and three forestry crew members assessed buildings to be painted at Big Creek on the High Sierra RD, Sierra NF.  After dropping off equipment at the site for the next day’s planned paint job, the crew began the drive back to the Sierra NF Supervisor’s Office in Clovis, CA, at about 1400.  The forestry technician was at the wheel.  All vehicle occupants wore seatbelts.  Conditions were sunny, clear, dry and warm.  The passenger seated behind the driver fell asleep about 30 minutes into the drive.  The driver and other two passengers were listening to music and sharing in light conversation.  About 1500 the right side wheels left the pavement, which was about 3” above the soft shoulder and entered a shallow rut (approx. 3/4” deep) as the vehicle traveled at 30 mph.  After traveling about 20’ in the soft shoulder, the front right wheel apparently caught the edge of the pavement.  The driver reported that the steering wheel pulled violently to the left and the vehicle lurched over to the opposing lane of travel.  Fortunately, only the Forest Service vehicle was on the road at this point.  The driver turned right attempting to regain control.  The vehicle spun 180 degrees, crashing sideways into a cattle fence and ditches along side the road in the direction of travel.  Passengers reported that the driver was fully aware and alert at the time of the MVA.  All occupants were transported by ambulance to a hospital, and then released after examination.  Occupants reported minor generalized soreness.
Lessons Learned:

· Wearing seatbelts saves lives and prevents injuries.
· Pay Attention at all times. 

· Maintain control of your vehicle at all times.

· Road shoulders can be soft and can pull you of the road.

· Make gentle movements with the steering wheel to avoid over correcting.

· Sometimes it may be safer to come to a stop instead of making a correction.

· If you ever feel tired or lack of awareness pull over and take a short stretching break or switch drivers if necessary.

