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 1.  Structures are wooden construction with shake shingle roofs.

 2.  Access is poor,i.e. roads are twisting with sharp curves, narrow single

     lane roads, dead end roads, inadequate turning radius at road ends, etc.

 3.  You have inadequate water supplies to attack the fire.

 4.  Natural fuels are within 30 feet of the structures.

 5.  There are strong winds and erratic fire behavior is occuring.

 6.  Structures are located in a "chimney" or canyon situations.

 7.  There are panic-stricken publics in the vicinity (known or suspected).

 8.  Structures have open crawl spaces and contain added fuels under the 

     structure.

 9.  Bridges in the vicinity are narrow and/or have light or unknown load

     limits.

10.  There are propane tanks or elevated fuel tanks present (most rural 

     situations have).

11.  There are septic tanks and leech lines (most rural situations have).

12.  There are garages with closed, locked doors.

13.  The structure is burning with puffing vs. steady smoke emissions.

14.  Windows of the structure are black or smoked over.

15.  Windows of the structure are bulging.

STRUCTURAL "WATCH OUT" SITUATIONS REQUIRE "STRUCTURAL TRIAGE"

Structural Triage = Decisions on which structures you have the best chance to save vs. those that you have no chance to save, based on:

     1.  Fire behavior, current and predicted.

     2.  Resources (equipment and personnel) current and available prior

         to fire reaching the structures.

     3.  Fuel types (including the structures).

     4.  Access.

     5.  Hazards both visible and estimated.

     6.  Safety considerations.
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Structural "Watch Out Situations" can be remembered by the words - ALWAYS THINK SAFE - which stand for:

      A - Access is poor (i.e. roads are narrow, twisting, single lane

          tracks with inadequate turning radii).

      L - Load limits of local bridges are light or unknown, and the bridges

          themselves are of narrow proportions.

      W - Winds are strong and erratic fire behavior is occurring.

      A - Area contains garages with closed, locked doors.

      Y - You have an inadequate water supply to attack the fire.

      S - Structure windows are black or smoked over.

      T - There are septic tanks and leech lines.  (These are found in most

          rural situations).

      H - House or structure is burning with puffing rather than steady smoke.

      I _ Inside and/or outside construction of structures is wood and they

          are topped with shake single roofs.

      N - Natural fuels occur within 30 feet of the structures.

      K - Known or suspected panicked publics are in the vicinity.

      S - Structure windows are bulging and the roof has not been vented.

      A - Additional fuels can be found in open crawl spaces beneath the

          structures.

      F - Firefighting is taking place in or near chimney or canyon 

          situations.

      E - Elevated fuel or propane tanks are present.

Modeled after the famous emergency medical treatment technique, deciding which structures can be saved and which cannot is the heart of "structural triage."  The components of this decision making process can be remembered by the word - SAFETY - which stands for:

      S - Safety considerations

      A - Access

      F - Fire behavior, both current and expected

      E - Estimated and apparent hazards

      T - Types of fuel, including structures themselves

      Y - Your personnel and equipment resources

