Sunset Canyon Fire Information Unit Summary

The Information organization on the Sunset Canyon Fire performed the functions of 1) community relations, 2) internal communication and 3) media coordination. The information function was staffed by four information officers.

On the evening of July 23, after the Lund Team began support operations on the Sunset Canyon fire, the information function produced an update on the new fire. The update was emailed and faxed to media outlets and internal sources and posted at all of the trapline locations established during the Dog Valley Fire. PIOs reported receiving positive feedback from local officials, effected citizens and agency personnel for being quick with information on the new fire. As the Sunset Canyon Fire was visible to a different section of the county’s residents, trap line sites were adjusted to include the communities that could see or smell the smoke from this incident.
Media outlets received a daily print update that PIOs made a point of getting to them by 9 a.m. The update was always reviewed and approved daily by the IC prior to dissemination. Fire perimeter maps were also mailed out electronically to all media outlets and internal audiences, and faxed to those who specifically requested that delivery method.
Incident information was shared with two webmasters who posted Sunset Canyon Fire updates and incident maps on http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/fishlake/news/ and http://www.utahfireinfo.gov/wildfires2006/. Additionally, incident PIOs posted the fire’s information on http://www.inciweb.org. Due to the fact that internet access from ICP was intermittent and site limited when it was available through a wireless connection, PIOs depended on disseminating updates through internet access at the BLM Fillmore Field Office. 

Internal communication was supported through two avenues: updates were disseminated electronically to BLM, FS and cooperating agency individuals and an information tent was established at the Sunset Canyon/Dog Valley ICP to serve personnel assigned to the incident and those visiting ICP. Information tent features included daily access to national situation reports and newspapers, served as a location for lost and found items, provided mailing supplies and posted letters. Camp bulletin boards featured local and national fire information and local and national news items, as well as items of entertainment.
Community relations remained a high priority for PIOs serving this incident. A bulletin board was established at the Meadow, Kanosh and Holden Post Offices where daily updated maps and information were posted. A trap line including 21 sites over a 40-mile route was established and maintained on a daily basis. The trap line served the role of informing both area residents and travelers moving through the dual-interstate corridor.
At the request of the team’s operations section, PIOs constructed defensible space information packets for firefighters who were staged among residences to disperse.
