Why do we need CWPPs? There are many reasons including increased public awareness, possible additional funding available to local fire departments, the potential for local resources to influence federal fuel mitigation projects, and a plan that can be used not just for wildfires, but has useful information for other emergencies such as floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, severe ice storms, and others.   
CWPPs can result in increased awareness for everyone involved. Collaboration among plan partners is essential to the process. The process of collaboration between fire department personnel, DFR personnel, local and county emergency management officials, and local property owners or home owner associations will increase awareness of the risks and mitigation actions needed among all the parties. If awareness of the risks is not increased, awareness of the concerns and attitudes of others will be. A shared and deeper understanding of concerns and attitudes should lead to better communication among all the parties involved.  And, working with landowners and home owner associations to increase awareness among property owners and residents, may increase the likelihood of them taking on responsibilities for fire prevention and mitigation actions on their properties.
It has been rumored for a couple of years that future grants from FEMA or the Dept. of Homeland Security, will be tied to CWPPs. Fire departments with a completed CWPP will have a distinct advantage for grants being awarded over departments that do not. Fire departments with a completed CWPP can also pull information from the CWPP to fill out grant applications. Having this information on hand may increase the willingness of fire departments to apply for grants with lesser funding limits that DFR does not get involved with. As a result, more money may be awarded to the departments for equipment purchases and projects within their districts. CWPP information could also assist fire departments with increasing their rating. 
The HFRA provides communities with a tremendous opportunity to influence where and how federal agencies implement fuel reduction projects on federal lands and how additional federal funds may be distributed for projects on nonfederal lands. A CWPP is the most effective way to take advantage of this opportunity. Several federal documents relating to federal funding of fuels mitigation specifically mention CWPPs. The Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2003 states that federal hazardous fuel mitigation projects near areas of concern identified on CWPPs will have priority over areas that are not: 50% of federal fuel reduction funding must be spent in these areas. It also states that in allocating funding under this act, the Secretary should give priority to communities that have adopted a CWPP or have taken proactive measures to encourage wiling property owners to reduce fire risk on private property.  

The Memorandum of Understanding for the Development of a Collaborative Fuels Treatment Program states that fuel reduction activities will be accomplished by concentrating on high priority acres within the wildland-urban interface and outside the wildland-urban interface that are no longer in their historical fire regime. Areas of concern or fuel mitigation projects identified on a CWPP will qualify these areas for high priority. One of the performance measures of the Ten Year Implementation Plan of 2006 is the number and percent of areas of concern that are covered by CWPP that are reducing their risk from wildland fire whether through FIREWISE, mitigation/fire prevention ordinance, or high priority fuels identified and reduced to appropriate levels. This provides incentive for our federal partners to work with DFR on fuel mitigation projects included on the CWPPs. Additionally the 2008 Farm Bill mentions CWPPs as a source of information for the State Forest Assessment.
CWPPs can be used for almost all large incidents. The information collected on these plans is intended to be integrated into DFR GIS projects. A paper copy will reside in the fire departments and county offices, but the data collected for infrastructure points such as fire department locations, ICPs, staging areas, water sources, and medical facilities will be added to the statewide GIS project. It may also be added to the county emergency response and dispatch system. By integrating the data into GIS, anyone with access to DFR GIS data, from the county, district, region, or an all hazard IMT, can use this information for planning or response for any location in the state.

SAF CWPP FAQ Section				http://www.safnet.org/lp/cwppfaq.cfm
Ten year Implementation Plan	http://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/plan/index.shtml
Healthy Forests Initiative   http://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/Healthy_Forests/index.shtml

