News Release
Susanville Interagency Fire Center
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection ! Lassen National Forest   

Bureau of Land Management !  Lassen Volcanic National Park

For Release:

 April 21, 2005     10 a.m.

Contact: 
Heidi Perry, Leona Rodreick Lassen National Forest  (530) 257-9553

                                Jeff Fontana, Bureau of Land Management (530) 252-5332 

AIR TANKER CRASHES ON LASSEN NATIONAL FOREST

Susanville, CA… Three air crew members died when their aerial tanker crashed during a training flight at approximately 6:55 p.m. on Wednesday, April 20, northeast of Chico. The Tehama County Coroner’s Office confirmed the fatalities this  morning. Name were being withheld pending notification of families.

   The Orion P3 airtanker, owned by Aero Union Corp. of Chico crashed just outside the southern boundary of the Ishi Wilderness on the Lassen National Forest. The airtanker was conducting a training flight and was carrying three crew members including the pilot.

   The Tehama County Search and Rescue team is at the crash site along with Lassen National Forest firefighting personnel. The crash site is in a remote area with no roads or trails in the immediate vicinity. The crash started a two-acre fire. A Lassen National Forest fire engi9ne and ground crew are fighting the blaze.

   Air tankers such as the P3 are used for dropping retardant on wildland fires. The P3 holds up to 3,000 gallons of retardant.

   The tanker involved in the crash was not on contract to federal firefighting agencies or California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.

  The National Transportation Safety Board will be investigating the cause of the crash.
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