SNAG & GREEN TREE HAZARDS

Falling SNAGS and GREEN trees kill and injure a lot of wildland firefighters each year.  15 fatalities from 1985 to 1995!  Snag and green tree hazards may be getting more serious as western forests become stressed from crowding and insect / disease outbreaks that weaken and kill trees.  Drought conditions result in increased root structure and center rot tree burning causing additional falling tree hazards. 

For your consideration, following is a snag/green tree hazard alert checklist.

(
Snags/green trees are falling or have fallen in work area. 

(
Hazard tree indicators are present in work area. 

(
High-risk tree species are present in work areas (spruce, dead lodgepole, etc). 

(
Crews are working in a hazard tree area at night. 

(
Crews are working in a hazard tree area and the wind is blowing. 

(
Crews are working in an area where trees have been burning for sometime. 

(
The operational period briefing did not include a discussion of hazards. 

(
Crewmembers are taking a break in a hazard tree area (staging, drop points, etc). 

(
Lookouts have not been posted in a hazard tree area. 

(
Lookouts are not advising the crew of the presence of hazard trees. 

(
Winds are increasing or are predicted to increase. 

(
Tree height within fire perimeter equals or exceeds distance to control line. 

(
Escape routes pass through hazard tree area. 

Here are some rules to remember:

1. Help maintain hazard tree awareness at all times for all firefighters. 

2. Empahsize standard firefighting orders, and Situations that Shout "Watch Out". 

3. Include "SNAG INTELLIGENCE" in all fire suppression discussions and briefings,

   (expected burn through time, location and marking, areas of snags, slope / terrain, etc.) 

4. Provide local snag hazard situation briefings for all “out of area” line resources.

5. Be aware of complacency on fires of all sizes during all phases; particularly during 

    non-threatening and uneventful periods. 

6. All Firefighters need to do their own safety assessments, and are encouraged to

    interact with their supervisors to insure snag hazard safety mitigation. 

7. Take down snags only with qualified sawyers and then only if necessary.  

                                                              Risk vs Benefit
The seriousness of this situation cannot be over-emphasized.

LOOK            UP – AROUND         AND LIVE

