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Does any of this 

stuff  work? 

 

Is this 

learning? 

Is the Wildland Fire 

Service learning? In 

this issue we tackle 

the hard question: 

Does any of this stuff 

workðare lessons 

actually learned?  

What do you 

think?  
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¶ Russell Copp Jr. Entrapment avoidance is always the first 

and primary option. But if I were fighting for my life I'd rather have it 

than not. Talk to someone that never thought they would need one 

and survived a shelter deployment. For the weight of a brick it could 

be your last chance to see the next day.  

Aaron Jones I believe on a subconscious level we make 

decisions based on having a shelter. Without one I am sure people 

would take a longer look at where they put themselves and the 

decisions they make. Decisions and accepting risk are what lead to 

burn over. Having a shelter strapped to you influences your decisions 

and risk taking, whether you want to admit it or not. I would not 

carry one if optional, and I believe burn overs would decrease. 

2. A Report 

is Writtené 

ñMy thoughts are exactly what happened, it was an 

accident. I watched and paused this video over and over 

again. Just by looking at it I would have, with confidence, 

driven the same route he took.ò 

 

 

Check the route Iôm taking. 

 

 

3. We 

Post It 

on the 

Internet. 

4. Then 

What? 

We Get Folks 

Talking on Facebook 

and YouTube: 

 

The Current Process:  

1. Something 

Happens . . .  

Is dialogue 

learning? 

What will run through 

your mind next time you 

get on an ATV? 

2 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003265269848&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/aaron.jones.752487?fref=ufi
http://www.youtube.com/profile_redirector/115403960503039802321
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One of Our Own  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo by Eli Lehmann 
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Six years in a row (2009-2014) the Lessons 

Learned Center has received at least one 

report of a serious burn injury involving 

fuel leaking onto pants and igniting. 

3 

10 
 

Instances 
 
in 

 

A report is 

written 

every time 

this 

happensé 

20 water tender  

rollovers  in  ten  years  

5 
 

Years 

Canôt talk to 
the medical 
helicopter ! 

2014 -ñDue to the lack of communications with Life Flight, the Life Flight ship was 

confused about the location of the Medivac site.ò Logging Unit Medevac RLS 

2014 -ñJumper 49 and the ground crew called out again to Life Flight 

77 on the victor guard frequency and the FM guard frequency but 

had no positive contact with Life Flight 77.ò Emmett Ridges Safenet 

2013 -ñI have been involved with three air ambulance rescues and can never get in 

contact with theméItôs too bad we canôt get that figured out.ò (TFLD Trainee) 

Weiser Complex FLA 

2012 -ñGround and air personnel repeatedly attempted to contact the local medical 

evacuation ship to guide them to the correct meeting place, but were unsuccessful.ò 

Peters Ridge FLA 

Fuel Leak Burn Injury Incidents  
2014 ï Compartment 300/303 RX 

2013 ï ñDrop Torchò Burn Injury 

2012 ï Saddle RX Burn Injury  

2011 ï Ice Canyon RX Burn Injury  

2010 ï Feather River RX Burn Injury  

2009 ï Mi -Wok RD RX Burn Injury  
 

 

Commonalities 

¶ All instances took place on 

prescribed fires. 

¶ All individuals were using torches 
(5 drip torches, 1 terra torch). 

¶ All injuries centered around calf 
(some involved more of the leg). 

 

Burn Severity 

Injuries were all at least 2nd degree 

burns. Two instances involved 

both legsðone resulting in burns 

to 25% of the body.  

http://www.wildfirelessons.net/viewdocument/?DocumentKey=1a8a6ec2-8430-44eb-8929-8a1e71d041b7
http://safenet.nifc.gov/view_safenet.cfm?id=30804
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/wildfirelessons/Go.aspx?c=ViewDocument&DocumentKey=f532ae29-e9da-4dd7-a52d-8ca8d645c7e8
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/wildfirelessons/Go.aspx?c=ViewDocument&DocumentKey=7f08499c-fb8e-485b-bb5e-036d50c3f050
http://safenet.nifc.gov/view_safenet.cfm?id=30781
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=87290d58-e628-4e29-93c0-ab296f77e773
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/viewdocument/?DocumentKey=acd0b2f6-c407-4d41-b712-318b3828d49c
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=c89b4201-1049-4326-b674-f7b6ad441b41
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=1fe16bce-5cdf-4113-bf2d-56a1b7511b9d
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/communities/resources/viewincident/?DocumentKey=7659135d-c46e-40c1-be71-a0e0f22765a1
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ñAndy Palmer has not 

been forgotten ï the 

Dutch Creek protocol 

was practiced and 

implemented.ò 
 

2014  

2009  

ñPink 

   Stickerò 

Medical 

Incident 

Report 

Three 

Questions 

IRPG Updates 

Is
 t
h

is
 LEARNING? 
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A Report A Video 

Policy 

Guidance 

Action 

 


